South Dakota School Nurses Association
Annual Meeting
Wednesday, July 20, 2011 8:55am
Aberdeen, SD Ramada Inn

1. Meeting was called to order at 8:55am CST by President Marcia Potts.
2. Minutes from July 21, 2010 were approved as read by Gayle Bates and seconded by Carrie Clarke.
3. Treasurers report/revised budget-Gayle Bates-see attached
4. NASN Directors report-Susan Kelts-see attached report
5. President’s report-Marcia Potts-see attached report-Marcia discussed the 10% budget cut that the Governor had been proposing.  It affected school nurse hours and positions being cut.  She encouraged us to stay active and be visible and let people know what we are doing and how it affects the bottom line.  We need to continue to talk with elected representatives.  We currently have 43 members.  We all need to encourage new members to join.  In 2012. We will decorate the Christmas tree at the Capitol.  We are asking for your old nurse decorations.  You may bring them to next year’s conference.
6. Committee reports:
a. Nominations-We will elect at President Elect, Director, Secretary and Treasurer at next year’s annual meeting.
b. Website/membership-We do not seem to have a decrease in membership but did have a decrease in number attending the annual conference.  This is probably due to the slow economy.  Continuing education is so important.  There is the challenge to bring in new members.  Marcia will continue to invite new nurses to join via website and will send welcome at beginning of school year.  If anyone knows of new school nurses, direct them to website and encourage them to join.  Let Marcia know and she will contact them by phone.  We may need to go back to having quadrant reps.  We also talked about sending hard copies via mail about our annual conference.  This will be discussed at board meeting in September.  If you know about something that needs to be on website, let Marcia know.  We will pay Katie Dzintars Bennett $200 for this service.
c. Legislative-We need to continue to inform members of any coming legislation.  As a group, we would like to pursue having TDAP/Meningitis vaccine be a required vaccine for school admittance for 11-12 year olds.  We want to continue to send 2 members to nurse’s day at the legislature.
d. Fundraising-Ideas discussed: 1. Purse auction 2. T shirts with school nurse saying 3. Lab coats with a school nurse logo on pocket 4. Auction a wall hanging pertaining to school nursing for office.  5. Continue silent auction-encourage variety and creativity and 50/50 raffle.
e. SNOTY-Continue to encourage nominations and to attend National Conference.  Try for press coverage and talk about the importance of School Nurses.  Talk about the bottom line.
f. Program-Try to increase attendance to 40-50 attendees.  Locate a good facility.  Look at hotels as well as colleges.  Locate speakers or do panel discussions with ideas for breakouts on physical assessment, cultural norms, grief and depression.  Recruit other committee members to participate with a goal of 10 members to help.
7.  Old Business:
Virtual School nurse-Gayle Bates will be the school nurse representative and the program will continue.
8. New Business:
Voices of Meningitis-We are all encouraged to present this material to our superintendents and boards.  We may win the challenge and we will surely protect the students from a very serious illness.  
The conference for 2012 will be held in Sioux Falls on July 16, 17, and 18.  Location TBA.
Theresa Hammerquist and her husband have developed a formula for coverage of students with serious health concerns.  She is hoping to publish this in the School Nurse Journal.  This formula will show the need for safe coverage of students.  If you are interested, contact her.
9. Meeting adjourned at 9:50am CST.

Respectfully submitted. 
Randi Oviatt, RN secretary 
        

